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The Texas Historical Commission designs and engineers its markers to tell the story of our rich 
history for many generations.  Yet, they are still subject to the ravages of time—and traffic—and 
weather—and vandals.    We, on the Harris County Historical Commission have had extensive experience 
repairing and restoring markers.  The following tips, from a variety of sources, will guide those of us who 
seek to restore them. 

 
 

Damaged Markers 
 
If the pole has been damaged or cut off like the marker on the left,  

 
 
 

the pole can be replaced or an extension can be welded to it be a qualified metal worker. 
 



 
 
 
If the collar connecting the marker to the pole has been damaged like:  
 

 
 

The foundry or other qualified metal worker can replace or repair the collar, install another pole, and it 
can be re‐installed. 

 
But, if the marker is broken like:  
 

 
The marker cannot be repaired and will have to be recast. 
 



 

Refinishing Texas Historical Markers 
 (Adapted from Instructions Provided by the Texas Historical Commission) 

 
 

When details on historical markers fade or are damaged, it's cleanup time! With a few supplies and a bit of effort, you can 
renew your local markers.  

In our example, the finish on the Littlefield Home historical marker located on the University of Texas at Austin campus has 
been damaged by the hot Texas sun and a harsh climate, making it difficult to read. 

Start by gathering the materials. Please use a painter's mask to prevent inhalation of fine particles. 

Here are the tools and materials you need to clean or repair the surface of a marker: 

• stiff wire brush 
• soft bristle scrub brush 
• spray bottle or bucket of water 
• soap 
• towel 
• can of black lacquer spray paint 

• can of clear lacquer spray paint 
• cotton rags 

• lacquer thinner 
• 80 grit and 120 grit sandpaper 
• power sander or hand sanding block 
• roll of two-inch painter's masking tape 

Step 1:  
Use a stiff wire brush to remove flaking or other debris; always use a side-to-

side or left-to-right motion while cleaning the surface. 

  

Step 2:  
Use a soft bristle brush to remove dust and other debris around letters. If 

available, use a portable air blower to remove fine particles. 

  



Step 3:  
Thoroughly clean the marker surface with soap and water. Towel 

dry and allow time for the marker surface to dry completely.  

 

 

Step 4:  
Apply two inch painter's masking tape to the border and base of the marker. 

  

Step 5:  
Apply two even coats of an automotive black lacquer (spray) to the entire 

surface of the marker. Allow the black lacquer to dry completely. Use a painter's 
mask to avoid inhalation of spray paint.  

  

Step 6:  
Remove dried black lacquer from the medallion and title letters with 
a soft cotton cloth and lacquer thinner. Use care not to remove the 
black lacquer on the flat surface portions of the medallion and area 

surrounding title letters. Allow marker to dry completely. 

Step 7:  
After removing masking tape from the marker border and base, use 

a battery-powered or electric sander and 80 grit sandpaper or a 
hand sanding block to remove black lacquer from raised text. Use 
care not to remove black lacquer from flat surface areas. Lightly 
use the sander to clean marker border and base. Use 120 grit 

sandpaper to manually polish border and raised medallion. 



Step 8:  
Remove fine debris with paint or bristle scrub brush. If available, use an electric 

or battery-powered air blower to remove fine debris. 

Step 9:  
Apply two even coats of clear lacquer spray paint to the entire surface of the 

historical marker. 

Step 10:  
Step back and admire your work; you now have a historical marker 

that has been renewed to its original splendor. 

 
 

 



Cleaning Graffiti from Granite Monuments 
Suggested steps by Sarah Reveley 

1. Strip off the graffiti with a finish stripper (like Stripeeze we use on 

furniture). Put it on very thick by daubing it and let it work for maybe an 

hour.  Be sure to shield it from drying out or do it when it is cool. 

 

2. Wash the stripper and residue off with a solvent wash of lacquer 

thinner. The stripper has chlorides in it that can hurt the bronze if not 

rinsed off. 

 

3. Wash with Orvis Paste Soap by Proctor and Gamble or Simple Green Cleaner 

and soundly rinse with water, repeat if needed. A power washer with a 25 

to 40 degree tip at a distance of a foot is good but if you don't have a 

water supply you can use a bucket of hot water and Simple Green to rinse off 

the residue after stripping. 

 

4. Use a soft scrub brush with natural fibers. 

 

5. Cathedral Stone Products D2, a biocide, is good to spray on and leave to 

keep it clean.  

 

For more detail on photographer Sarah Revely   visit http://btl.bayloralumniassociation.com/?p=1243  


