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AT 
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SAN JACINTO RIVER  

Eastern Kingbird U -- O -- Yellow-rumped Warbler O -- O C 
Scissor-tailed Flycatcher U C U -- Black-throated Green Warbler O -- O -- 

Swallows     Blackburnian Warbler O -- O -- 
Purple Martin U C -- -- Yellow-throated Warbler O -- O -- 
Tree Swallow U O U O Pine Warbler -- -- R R 
Northern Rough-winged Swallow U O U O Bay-breasted Warbler O -- O -- 
Cliff Swallow O O O -- Blackpoll Warbler O -- O -- 
Cave Swallow R -- -- -- Black-and-white Warbler O -- O -- 
Barn Swallow C C C O Prothonotary Warbler O -- O -- 

Kinglets     Worm-eating Warbler O -- O -- 
Golden-crowned Kinglet O -- -- O Northern Waterthrush O -- O -- 
Ruby-crowned Kinglet U -- O U Louisiana Waterthrush O -- O -- 

Waxwings     Kentucky Warbler O -- O -- 
Cedar Waxwing O -- -- O Common Yellowthroat U U U O 

Wrens     Hooded Warbler O -- O -- 
Carolina Wren U U U U Wilson’s Warbler O -- O -- 
House Wren -- -- -- O Canada Warbler O -- O -- 
Sedge Wren U -- U U Tanagers     
Marsh Wren U -- U U Scarlet Tanager O -- R -- 

Mockingbirds and Thrashers     Summer Tanager O -- R -- 
Gray Catbird O -- O -- Sparrows     
Northern Mockingbird C C C C Chipping Sparrow O -- -- U 
Brown Thrasher O -- O O Field Sparrow -- -- -- U 

Thrushes     Savannah Sparrow C -- C C 
Eastern Bluebird O -- O U Le Conte’s Sparrow -- -- -- R 
Swainson’s Thrush O -- O -- Song Sparrow O -- O O 
Hermit Thrush -- -- -- O Lincoln’s Sparrow O -- O U 
Wood Thrush O -- -- -- Swamp Sparrow U -- U C  
Black-headed Thrush(American Robin) U O U C White-crowned Sparrow U -- -- U 

Gnatcatchers and Chickadees     White-throated Sparrow O -- O O 
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher U -- C C Cardinals and Allies     
Carolina Chickadee U U U C Northern Cardinal C C C C 

Shrikes     Blue Grosbeak O -- O -- 
Loggerhead Shrike U C C C Indigo Bunting U -- U -- 

Crows and Jays     Painted Bunting O R -- -- 
Blue Jay C C C C Dickcissel O -- O -- 
American Crow U U U U Blackbirds and Orioles     

Starlings     Red-winged Blackbird C C C C 
European Starling C C C C Eastern Meadowlark O -- O O 

Old World Sparrows     Brewer’s Blackbird -- -- -- O 
House Sparrow C C C C Common Grackle C C C C 

Vireos     Great-tailed Grackle C C C C 
White-eyed Vireo O O O -- Brown-headed Cowbird C C O O 
Yellow-throated Vireo O -- -- -- Baltimore Oriole O -- O -- 
Blue-headed Vireo O -- -- O Orchard Oriole O U O -- 
Warbling Vireo O -- R -- Finches     
Philadelphia Vireo O -- R -- House Finch R R R R 
Red-eyed Vireo O -- R -- American Goldfinch -- -- O C 

Wood Warblers          
Orange-crowned Warbler O -- O U      

Carol Bookout & Janet K. Wagner 

   Legend:      Season: 
 

C - Common Sp - Mar-May 
U - Uncommon Su - Jun-Aug 
O - Occasional F - Sep-Nov 
R - Rare W - Dec-Feb 



Checklist to Birds of San Jacinto River at Buffalo Bayou – Precinct 2, Harris County, Texas    
(1) Sp Su F W (2) Sp Su F W (3) Sp Su F W 
Loons & Grebes     Ruddy Duck -- -- -- O Stilt Sandpiper U -- O -- 

Common Loon O -- -- O Vultures     Gulls and Terns     
Pied-billed Grebe U -- C C Black Vulture U U U U Ring-billed Gull U O U C 

Pelicans     Turkey Vulture U -- U U American Herring Gull U -- R U 
American White Pelican U U U C Osprey     Laughing Gull C C C C 
Brown Pelican C C C C Osprey C U C C Gull-billed Tern C C -- -- 

Cormorants     Hawks and Kites     Caspian Tern U O U U 
Double-crested Cormorant C C C C White-tailed Kite -- R -- -- Royal Tern U U U O 
Neotropic Cormorant C C C C Bald Eagle R R U U Forster’s Tern C C C C 

Anhinga     Northern Harrier O -- O U Least Tern C U -- -- 
Anhinga -- U U -- Sharp-shinned Hawk O -- O O Black Tern -- O -- O 

Herons and Egrets     Cooper’s Hawk O -- O O Skimmers     
Great Blue Heron C C C C Red-shouldered Hawk R R R R Black Skimmer U C O -- 
Great Egret C C C C Broad-winged Hawk O -- O -- Pigeons and Doves     
Reddish Egret R R R R Swainson’s Hawk O -- O -- Rock Pigeon C C U U 
Tricolored Heron C C C O Red-tailed Hawk O -- O U Eurasian Collared-Dove O O O O 
Little Blue Heron U C C O Falcons and Caracaras     Mourning Dove C C C C 
Snowy Egret C C C C Crested Caracara R -- -- R White-winged Dove C C C C 
Cattle Egret C C C -- American Kestrel U -- U U Inca Dove O O O O 
Green Heron U C C -- Merlin O -- O O Cuckoos     
Black-crowned Night-Heron C C C U Peregrine Falcon R -- R R Yellow-billed Cuckoo U C O -- 
Yellow-crowned Night-Heron C C C O Cranes     Black-billed Cuckoo R -- -- -- 

Storks     Sandhill Crane -- -- -- R Owls, Nightjars and Swifts     
Wood Stork -- U U -- Rails and Coots     Barn Owl R R R R 

Ibis and Spoonbills     Clapper Rail O O O O Eastern Screech-Owl R R R R 
White Ibis C C C U King Rail -- R R -- Great Horned Owl R R R R 
White-faced Ibis R O O R Sora O -- -- O Barred Owl R R R R 
Roseate Spoonbill C C C C American Coot O -- -- O Common Nighthawk O U O -- 

Ducks and Geese     Avocets and Stilts     Chimney Swift O O O -- 
Black-bellied Whistling-Duck C C U -- Black-necked Stilt C C U -- Hummingbirds     
Greater White-fronted Goose -- -- O O American Avocet -- -- R R Ruby-throated Hummingbird U U C -- 
Snow Goose -- -- O O Plovers and Sandpipers     Rufous Hummingbird -- -- -- R 
Ross’s Goose -- -- R R Black-bellied Plover U -- O O Kingfishers     
Canada Goose -- -- -- R Semipalmated Plover O -- O O Belted Kingfisher U O C C 
Wood Duck R R R R Killdeer C C C C Woodpeckers     
American Wigeon O -- -- O Wilson’s Snipe O -- O -- Red-bellied Woodpecker U U U U 
Gadwall U -- U C Long-billed Dowitcher U -- U -- Yellow-bellied Sapsucker O -- -- U 
Green-winged Teal C -- U C Greater Yellowlegs C U U C Downy Woodpecker U U U U 
Mallard U U U U Lesser Yellowlegs C U U U Northern Flicker O -- O O 
Mottled Duck C U U U Solitary Sandpiper O -- O -- Pileated Woodpecker R R R R 
Northern Pintail U -- U U Spotted Sandpiper C U C C Flycatchers     
Blue-winged Teal C O U C Willet C U U U Olive-sided Flycatcher O -- O -- 
Northern Shoveler U -- U C Ruddy Turnstone U -- -- -- Eastern Wood-Pewee O -- O -- 
Redhead -- -- -- R Sanderling R -- -- -- Yellow-bellied Flycatcher R -- R -- 
Greater Scaup -- -- -- R Semipalmated Sandpiper U U U O Acadian Flycatcher O -- O -- 
Lesser Scaup O -- O U Western Sandpiper C O U C Alder Flycatcher O -- O -- 
Common Goldeneye -- -- -- R Least Sandpiper C O U C Eastern Phoebe U -- U U 
Hooded Merganser R -- -- R Pectoral Sandpiper R -- R -- Great Crested Flycatcher O -- O -- 
Red-breasted Merganser U -- U C Dunlin O -- O -- Western Kingbird O -- O -- 
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Selected birds for checklist Pct 2 Buffalo Bayou at San Jacinto River 

Brown Pelican (Pelecanus occidentalis) 
 

They feed by diving for fish near the surface of the water. 
 

 
 
 
 
Snowy Egret (Egretta thula) 
 

An elegant, white bird of the marshland.  . 
 

 
 
 
Bald Eagle (Haliaeetus leucocephalus) 
 

The Bald Eagle nests along major river systems. If you are lucky, our regal national bird 
may be seen soaring above the Lynchburg and Highlands area, mainly in fall and winter. 
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Killdeer (Charadrius vociferous) 
 

There name is derived from their call - a loud, piercing “kill dee”. 
 

 
 
Laughing Gull (Larus atricilla) 
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Forster’s Tern (Sterna forsteri) 
 
 

 
 
Scissor-tailed Flycatcher (Tyrannus forficatus) 
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Northern Mockingbird (Mimus Polyglottos) 
 

Our Texas State Bird is one of our most common birds.  . 
 

 
 
Common Yellowthroat (Geothlypis trichas) 
 

He can be identified by his loud, rolling “wichity wichity wichity wich” call. 
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Red-winged Blackbird (Agelaius Phoeniceus) 
 
 

 
 


